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Content

� International overview status quo
� Consumer labels
� ISO 3758
� New labels

� New industrial laundry label
� ISO 30 023 (work wear)
� DIN EN ISO 15797

� Initiatives, proposals

Source: http://www.trevira.de
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� ISO 3758
� Textiles – Care labelling code using symbols
� Testing basis: ISO 6330

� ISO 30 023 (in preparation)
� Textiles – Care labelling code using symbols for 

workwear to be industrially laundered
� Testing basis: ISO 15797

� DIN EN ISO 15797
� Textiles- Industrial washing and finishing procedures for 

testing of workwear
� ISO 3175

� Textiles – Professional care, drycleaning and 
wetcleaning of fabrics and garments, parts 1 to 4

Standards related to care labelling
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� In 2005 revision of ISO 3758:2005
(2nd edition , revision period 1999 - 2004) 

� In May 2005 – in spite of objection of e.g. Germany – some 
countries (USA, Japan etc.) succeeded in starting a new initiative 
for renewed revision of ISO 3758

� Usually every 5 years revision of standards
� Argument: no global relevance
� New working group (now ISO/TC 38 SC 2 WG 12) which 

works under USA leadership
� In parallel creation of care labelling symbols for industrial 

laundering by E.T.S.A.
� While ISO 3758 uses ISO 6330 for reference, the new 

industrial care labelling code works with reference to ISO 
15797 (industrial laundering procedures)

ISO 3758 – status quo
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ISO 3758 – status quo

� In February 2008

DRAFT INTERNATIONAL STANDARD of 

ISO/DIS 3758 (revision of 2nd edition ) 

published

� Voting terminates on July 7th, 2008

� Next meeting in September 2008
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� Part of ISO 3758
� Discussions about changing symbols for professional textile 

care 
� Decision that creation of care labelling symbols for industrial 

laundering is NOT PART of ISO 3758
� Decision (October 2006) that new industrial care labelling 

code is created in new working group WG 9

� ISO 30 023 
� First proposal in 12/2006, created by E.T.S.A.
� First meeting of WG 9 in May 2007, 

convener Robert Long, E.T.S.A.
� In June 2007 committee draft CD 30 023
� Voting for registration as a DIS (January 2008)
� Next meeting in May 2008
� Results see presentation of Robert Long, E.T.S.A.

Professional textile care labels – history
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� Problems ISO 3758, ISO 3175 
� New alternative processes as liquid CO2 and 

GreenEarth are not included
� No existing testing procedures new alternative 

processes
� ISO TC/38/SC2 delegates requested for 

reactivation of WG 1 to establish test methods and 
for invitation of national bodies to nominate experts

� Problem of financing 

Professional textile care labelling
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� Problems ISO 30 023 
� Only for workwear, but

DIN EN ISO 15797 covers about 95 % of work wear
� Application for flatwork and terry towels will create 

discussions with producers of textiles for domestic 
use

� In general
� Care labelling is not mandatory in all countries
� Country specific requirements

Professional textile care labelling
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ISO 3758 - Scope

Wash =  
WASH 

 
BLEACH 

 
DRY  

IRON 
  

Wash 
Do Not Dryclean 

=  
WASH 

 
BLEACH 

 
DRY  

IRON  
DRYCLEAN 

Wash or 
Dryclean 

=  
WASH 

 
BLEACH 

 
DRY  

IRON  
DRYCLEAN 

Dryclean =  
DRYCLEAN 

        

Dryclean 
Do Not Wash =  

DRYCLEAN  
WASH  

BLEACH 
 

DRY  
IRON 
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Sequence of symbols
� According to application in the order of

Washing, bleaching, drying, ironing and professional textile 
care

� Sufficient numbers of symbols must be used to care for an 
item without irreversible damage

� One or two drying symbols (tumble drying and one of the 
natural drying symbols) and one or two professional care 
symbols (one related to dry cleaning and one to wet 
cleaning) can be used

� Treatments represented by the symbols apply to the whole of 
the textile article

ISO 3758 – Use of symbols
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ISO 3758 - Washing

only 
without 
bar
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ISO 3758 - Bleaching

·

Not black
any more
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ISO 3758 - Drying

� Natural drying

·

Drying in the 
shadow
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ISO 3758 - Drying

� Natural drying

·
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ISO 3758 – Drying

� Tumble drying process

·

new
temperatures
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ISO 3758 - Ironing

·
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ISO 3758 – Professional textile care

·

� Professional dry cleaning
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ISO 3758 – professional textile care

·

� Professional wet cleaning

Not
any more

No professional wet-
cleaning allowed
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ISO 3758 – Annex B and C

·

� Regional and national requirements
� GINETEX countries: 

language-independent symbols 
� In US:

Application of dots for washing temperature 
and

� recommendations for support reliable 
evidence, includes warning against using a 
particular procedure

� Additional wording
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ISO 30 023 – Scope
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Industrial washing and finishing procedures for tes ting of 
workwear (ISO 15797:2002), German version EN ISO 
15797:2004 

� Definition of
� Laundry machinery (washing, drying, finishing)
� Load, water conditions
� Detergent, bleach etc.
� Program, processing  

� Eight defined washing programs for cotton and PES/C O 
items

� White workwear and/or coloured sensitive applications –
peracid acid bleach

� White workwear chlorine bleach
� White workwear and/or coloured sensitive applications –

H2O2 bleach
� Coloured work wear

ISO 30 023 – Relation to ISO 15 797
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ISO 30 023 – Examples

Complete labels
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